
State Finals 

Saturday, November 2nd, 2012 

 

When something like your senior season of cross country ends, you cannot help 
but evaluate your success. For now, at least seven young men are looking back at 
today’s race and they may be struggling.  

For now, those seven young men are left looking at today’s times, which were not 
what most had hoped for, and individual places that were further back than 
expected. Even those who ran well individually do not much care about their PR’s, 
awards, or honors because cross country in Saline is not an individual sport. 

Dreams were dreamt, audacious goals set, plans made. And we fell short. 
That’s the kind of day that leaves a wound. 
Eventually, the runners, senior and otherwise, will look at the season in terms of 

a year and not an afternoon. The sixth-place team will realize how far they brought 
the program they take so much pride in. The 2011 season looked to be the end for 
Saline Cross Country’s streak of conference and regional titles, let alone the six top-
ten finishes in the state finals. Yet, the 2012 SEC title and another Regional 
Championship belong to Saline’s athletes. Trophies from Michigan’s premiere 
invitationals; Spartan, Portage, and Jackson, all reside in the coaches’ office at Saline 
High School. Those honors were earned over a twelve-month calendar, through 
thousands of winter miles and early summer practices. They should not be forgotten 
in an afternoon. 

More importantly, these seniors have set a standard for commitment that is the 
biggest “building block” an athlete could leave behind. This year’s team made 
astounding progress this year, overachieving at each turn. What they lacked in 
athletic talents was overcome by will. It’s not a fluke. It’s not a secret. It’s the 
aspiration of so many focused and determined young men. And that aspiration, that 
hard work, and the success that followed has redefined “dedication.” 

The frustration you feel now is something you risked accepting last November, 
when you decided you would be training to be the best. Deciding to train to be the 
best is also the reason you are conference and regional champions. It is also the 
reason 2012 was not a “rebuilding” year. You can decide if it was all worth it. 

 

Top Seven @ State 
Praschan   15:40 
Lamus  15:53 
Hall  16:16 
Kitto  16:21 
Jennings  16:23 
Elms  16:45 
Dolsen  17:03 
 
“Teams of the 2010’s” 
Milford  27 
Saline  17 
Rockford  17 
WaterfordMott 17 
Dexter  16 
Pinckney  12 
DCC  10 
Hartland  10 
 
 
2012 Post Season Record 
Conference 5-0 
Regionals  13-0 
State  22-5 
Total  40-5 
  .889 
Top Ten All-Time 
Finishers at States 
Voss  14:54 
Atzinger  15:25 
Renberg  15:28 
Moore  15:30 
Davis  15:38 
Johnson  15:38 
Praschan  15:40 
Barnett  15:48 
Lamus  15:53 
Conn  15:57 
 
Saline’s Top  Finishes in 
D1 State Finals 
2007  2nd 
1999  3rd  
2003  3rd 
2000  4th   
2011  4th 
2010  5th  
2012  6th  
2006  6th   

2002  7th  
2009  9th  
1998  9th 

2008  9th  
 
 
 

Varsity Points 

391 43% Seniors 

202 22% Juniors 

198 22% Sophomores 

112 12% Freshmen 

 

Coming Up… Monday we’ll have an optional mile time trial for the state runners & alternates.  

The GUN WILL GO OFF at 3:20 at the Middle School Track 
 
See you all at the banquet on Sunday, November 11! 
 
 

“It is better to live one day as a lion 

than a thousand days as a sheep.” 

~Roman Proverb 

 

Saline CC by the numbers… 

172 0 6  25 
Number of teams 

Saline’s varsity 

team beat this year.  

Time it took our 

tent-sent-up 

crew to set up 

the tents 

The number we 

will add to the 

back of next 

year’s “Tradition 

Shirt” 

Number of times 

Saline runners 

have picked up All-

State honors. 

 


